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Please amend claims 1, 5, 8, B, 11, 15, 17, and 21-23 as 
follows : 
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Ll&iiing of Claims 

1. (currently amended) A strainer comprising: 

an elongated conduit; 

a substantially conical filter housing extending from 
said conduit in obtuse angular relationship to a longitudinal 
axis of said conduit and a direction of fluid flow; 

a filter contained in said filter housing, said filter 
extending from said filter housing to intercept said fluid 
flowing through the conduit, said filter removable through a cap 
opening in said conduit ; and 

a drain valve provided on a lower end of said filter 
housing lower end , said lower end comprising a smaller diameter 
end of said conical filter housing, said drain valve openable for 
flushing said filter without interrupting said fluid flow through 
said conduit - 

2. (original) The strainer of claim 1 wherein said filter is 
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removably contained in said filter housing, 

3. (previously presented) The strainer of claim 1 wherein both 
said filter housing and said filter have a substantially conical 
configuration . 

4. (original) The strainer of claim 3 wherein said filter is 
removably contained in said filter housing. 

5. (currently amended) The strainer of claim 1 further 
comprising a cap opening provided in aald conduit for removing 
and re p la e iny said filter in aaid filter housing and a cap 
engaging said conduit for reversibly closing said cap opening. 

6- cancelled, 

1, (original) The strainer of claim 1 further comprising a pair 
of end flanges provided at respective ends of said conduit. 

8* (currently amended) The strainer of claim 1 wherein both said 
filter housing and said filter have a substantially conical 
configuration, wherein said filter is lemuvabl^ contained in aaid 
filter housing and further comprising a cap opening provided in 
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aaid coudulL for r e moving and ji 'tt placlng said filter" in -said 
fill e r housing and removable through said cap opening wherein 
said conduit comprises a cap engaging said conduit for reversibly 
closing said cap opening. 

9. (currently amended) A wet scrubber comprising: 



a chamber; 



a fluid drain line provided in fluid communication with 
said chamber; 

an elongated conduit having a first end provided in 
fluid communication with said fluid drain line and a second end 
spaced from said first end; 

a fluid return line provided in fluid communication 
with said second end of said conduit; 

a substantially conical filter housing extending from 
said conduit in obtuse angular relationship to a longitudinal 
axis of said conduit and a fluid flow direction; 
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a filter provided in said filter housing, said filter 
extending from said filter housing to intercept fluid flowing 
through the conduit, said filter removable th rough a cap opening 
in said conduit ; and 

a drain valve provided on said filter housing lower 
end/ said lower end comprising a smaller diameter end of said 
conical filter housing, said drain valve openable for flushing 
said filter without interrupting said fluid flow- 

10, (original) The wet scrubber of claim 9 wherein said filter is 
removably contained in said filter housing. 

11, (currently amended) The wet scrubber of claim 10 further 
comprising a cap opening pji ' ovided in said conduit for rfeiiioving 
and replacing said filter in said filter housing and a cap 
removably engaging said conduit for reversibly closing said cap 
opening . 

12, (previously presented) The wet scrubber of claim 9 wherein 
both said filter housing and said filter have a substantially 
conical configuration such that said filter is removeably fitted 
into said filter housing. 
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13. (original) The wet scrubber of claim 9 further comprising a 
first pressure monitor provided in said fluid drain line for 
measuring a first fluid pressure, a second pressure monitor 
provided in said fluid return line for measuring a second fluid 
pressure and a controller connected to said first pressure 
monitor, said second pressure monitor and said drain valve for 
operating said drain valve when said first fluid pressure 
measured by said first pressure monitor exceeds said second fluid 
pressure measured by said second pressure monitor by a 
predetermined value. 

14. cancelled 

15. (currently amended) A cooling system comprising: 

a cooling tower; 

a water drain line provided in fluid communication with 
said cooling tower; 

an elongated conduit having a first end provided in 
fluid communication with said water drain line arid a second end 
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spaced from said first end; 

a water return line provided in fluid communication 
with said second end of said conduit; 

a substantially conical filter housing extending from 
said conduit in obtuse angular relationship to a longitudinal 
axis of said conduit and a fluid flow direction; 

a filter provided in said filter housing, said filter 
extending from said filter housing to intercept fluid flowing 
through the conduit ^ said filter removable through a cap openinct 
in said conduit ; and 

a drain valve provided on a lower end of said filter 
housing lower e nd , said lower end comprising a smaller diameter 
end of said conical filter housing, said drain valve openable for 
flushing said filter without interrupting said fluid flow. 

16. (original) The cooling system of claim 15 wherein said filter 
is' removably contained in said filter housing . 
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17, (currently amended) The cooling system of claim 16 further 
comprising a cap op e ning provid e d in said conduit for r e moving 
ttfitt -a i ' ^placing said filt e r in aaid filt e r housing and a cap 
removably .engaging said conduit for reversibly closing said cap 
opening. 

18. (previously presented) The cooling system of claim 15 
wherein said filter housing and said filter have a substantially 
conical configuration such that said filter is removeably fitted 
into said filter housing. 

19, (original) The cooling system of claim 15 further comprising 
a first pressure monitor provided in said water drain line for 
measuring a first water pressure^ a second pressure monitor 
provided in said water return line for measuring a second water 
pressure and a controller connected to said first pressure 
monitor, said second pressure monitor and said drain valve for 
operating said drain valve when said first water pressure 
measured by said first pressure monitor exceeds said second water 
pressure measured by said second pressure monitor by a 
predetermined value, 

20. cancelled 
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21. (currently amended) The strainer of claim 1 wherein said 
filter extends from said filter housing to engage -the a curved 
interior surface of the conduit. 

22. (currently amended) The wet scrubber of claim 9 wherein said 
filter extends from said filter housing to engage Hrh e a curved 
interior surface of the conduit. 

23. (currently amended) The cooling system of claim 15 wherein 
said filter extends from said filter housing to engage Lhe a 
curved interior surface of the conduit. 
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